Novel Preoxygenation Technique to Deliver High-Flow Oxygen in a Patient With Facial Trauma: A Case Report.
This case demonstrates a novel preoxygenation technique in a patient with difficult access to the airway after a traumatic facial injury. To find a solution, a fusion of oxygenation equipment was trialed by altering and combining a tracheostomy mask and the tubing of an Optiflow circuit from which the nasal cannula component had been removed. This novel combination delivered high-flow humidified oxygen (60 L/min) orally, avoided further facial injury, and was well tolerated by the patient. Effective preoxygenation was confirmed by arterial gas measurements. This study supports the use of this novel Optiflow-tracheostomy mask fusion device in appropriately selected cases.